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Abstract

This paper analyses five major Bosnian daily newspapers over a period spanning
from August 1st, 2018 until August 2019 ,31 and attempts to discern the main
patterns in the discourse over Muslims and Islam in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The results of this research show three major discursive patterns when covering
Muslims and Islam in the country: Bosnian Muslims as political obstructionists;
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a haven for Muslim extremists and finally Muslim
migrants as a threat to the country and to Europe.
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Introduction

The media is a major source of information for the average person. It has un-
deniable power to shape not only the public’s opinion but its system of values,
beliefs, identities and social relations. Moreover, the media has strong influence
on viewers due to its ability to organize and present information through framing:
the organization of information into stories specifically tailored for the audience
to comprehend. The discourse that it creates is one of the main sources of people’s
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knowledge. According to the renowned French philosopher Michel Foucault,
those who produce a discourse have the power to produce a “regime of truth” and
to enforce its validity and factual status.’

Muslims and Islam have been a major point of interest for the media in
recent decades. Several empirical studies strongly support the notion that Mus-
lims are a highly stigmatized and negatively associated category in Western me-
dia.? The association of Muslims with terrorism, violence and cultural otherness
gained prominence and intensity in the years following the September 11 attacks
and shows little sign of abating. According to a recent Pew Research Center study,
between 8% and 26% of respondents polled in 15 West European countries felt
that Islamic teachings promoted violence and between 23% and 41% agreed
with the statement that “Muslims want to impose their religious law on everyone
else.”” Given the role played by media in shaping public opinion, the negative
representation of Islam and Muslims further entrenches already existing stereo-
types and plays a decisive role in how Muslims and Islam are perceived.

Despite Muslim voices becoming increasingly vocal in the West and aware-
ness of Islamophobia growing, the climate of fear over Muslims and Islam as a
religion has persisted and expanded, alongside the rise of right-wing populist
leaders in major democracies such as the United States and European Union.
While some media are blatantly Islamophobic, others are more subtle and their
framing of Islam and Muslims implicit and ambivalent. Discourse Analysis and
Media Attitudes: The Representation of Islam in the British Press offers a meticulous
study of one example of the discourse on Islam and Muslims in Europe.* There
have also been numerous reports and studies on other major European countries
with sizeable Muslim populations, such as Germany, France and Austria.’

Even as Muslims in Western Europe have received significant academic and
media attention, the Balkan Muslims remain understudied. Home to Muslims
since the late 14" century, the region was more recently an arena in which Serb
and Croat nationalists applied genocidal and irredentist policies to their Muslim

1 Eva Potoriska-Kimunguyi and Marie Gillespie, “Terrorism Discourse on French International
Broadcasting: France 24 and the Case of Charlie Hebdo Attacks in Paris”, European Journal
of Communication 31, no. 5, October 2016, pp. 568-83.

2 “UK media’s portrayal of Muslims ‘misleading and negative’: study®, A/ Jazeera English, July
9, 2019. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/uk-media-portrayal-muslims-mislead-
ing-negative-study-190708104550539.html, accessed 14 September 2019.

3 E. Bleich, ]J. Souffrant, E. Stabler, and A. M. Van der Veen, “Media Coverage of Muslim
Devotion: A Four-Country Analysis of Newspaper Articles, 1996-2016%, Religions, 2018, 9,
247.

4 P. Baker, C. Gabrielatos, and T. McEnery, Discourse Analysis and Media Attitudes: The Repre-
sentation of Islam in the British Press (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013).

5  “The One Percent Problem: Muslims in the West and the Rise of the New Populists,” Brook-
ings, bttps:/fwww.brookings.edulproduct/muslims-in-the-west/, accessed 14 September 2019.
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neighbours and their territory. The 1992-1995 and 1998-1999 wars against the
Bosniak Muslims and Kosovar Albanians led to Western media giving these per-
secuted populations unprecedented attention. Once the wars had ended, a lull
ensued in journalistic interest in the region that lasted until the beginning of the
Syrian war, when a disproportionate amount of media attention was again devot-
ed to the relatively small number of Balkan Muslim volunteers fighting alongside
different armed factions in Syria and Iraq.

So, how are Muslims depicted by their compatriots today and to what extent
are ongoing political antagonisms reflected in the media? How are the images of
Muslims and Islam constructed in the discourse of Bosnian Serb and Bosnian
Croat newspapers? This remains a deeply understudied field.

This lacuna will be addressed in the following work. It will be done by scru-
tinizing the representation of and dominant discourse patterns regarding Islam
and Muslims in Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb newspapers in order to find out
how these and other ethno-nationalist references to Muslims are constructed vis-
a-vis the context in which they are used. An analysis of major discursive patterns
regarding Islam and Muslims in Bosniak Muslim-owned newspapers will also be
provided, for a more holistic picture.

A note on the perception of Balkan Muslims

In contrast to Muslim migrant communities in Western Europe established in
the mid-20* century, Balkan Muslims have been living with Catholic and Ortho-
dox Christians for centuries. The Balkans are, therefore, currently experiencing a
peculiar brand of Islamophobia deeply rooted in anti-Ottoman animosity, where-
by Muslims are perceived as an alien element that has taken root in the region.
Analysing public discourse on Islam and Muslims requires a slightly differ-
ent approach in the Balkans than in the West. This is because of the region’s
indigenous Muslim populations (Bosniaks, Albanians and Pomaks), which began
to convert to Islam with the gradual Ottoman conquest of the peninsula, from
the late 14" century onwards. They played an important and integral part in
the Ottoman Empire, contributing to the running of its complex administration
and military machinery. Insofar as these conversions to Islam began with the
Ottoman conquest, however, the local populations that became Muslim came
to be associated with the religion of the occupying Ottoman forces - the “Turks”
as they were more commonly known.® Being labelled a “Turk” has a derogatory

6 Slobodan Drakulic, “Anti-Turkish obsession and the exodus of Balkan Muslims*, Patterns of
Prejudice, 43:3-4, 233-249.
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connotation in Slavic languages, even compared to the use of the same word in
English. A sinister prevalent association (in the popular imagination of the Bal-
kan Christians) is of Slavic-Muslims not just as “Turks” but as “race traitors” who
converted to Islam and abandoned Christ for personal gain and elevated social
status.” These perceptions of Slavic Muslims as “traitors” were a central theme in
the creation of nation states and the development of nationalism.®

A particularly striking example for the development of Balkan nationalism
was the 1389 Battle of Kosovo as presented in Serbian historiography, as the
ultimate sacrifice by Serb warriors defending their nation and faith against the
“Turkish oppressor.” Over the centuries, the battle’s significance far outgrew its
original dimensions and was supplemented by mythology and legend. The myth
of Serbia as the bulwark of Christianity (antemurale Christianitas) was construct-
ed about this famous battle.’

As the Ottoman state weakened and the formation of Balkan nation states
began in the 19™ and early 20* century, numerous wars of independence were
fought to establish those independent states and expel the Ottomans. These wars
were described and presented to those involved and to sympathizers as struggles
against the Turkish occupiers — a legitimate endeavour in the eyes of many. These
“wars of liberation” as they were locally known were followed by brutal reduc-
tions in the Muslim populations, through killings and forced deportations. The
boundaries between Ottoman combatants and Slavic Muslim non-combatants
became so blurred that the categories were often equated.

For the Balkan Christian nationalist mind-set, liberation was to be followed
by the physical destruction of Ottoman Islamic heritage. Within decades, Balkan
Muslims went from being the dominant educated elite to an undesired and margin-
alized religious minority living in Christian majority states. In other words, after the
retreat of the Ottoman Empire, the remaining Balkan Muslims bore the brunt of
anti-Ottoman hatred and centuries of perceived Ottoman injustice and oppression.

The myth of the Battle of Kosovo today serves as the basis of Serb anti-Mus-
lim nationalism and is often translated into anti-Bosniak and anti-Albanian sen-
timent that views these two groups as physical remnants of the Ottoman Empire.

7 David Bruce MacDonald, Balkan Holocausts?: Serbian and Croatian Victim Centred Propagan-
da and the War in Yugoslavia (Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, 2002),
232.

8 Alexander Lopasic, “Islamization of the Balkans with special reference to Bosnia®, Journal of
Islamic Studies, (5) No. 86-163 ,(1994) 2. http://www.jstor.org/stable/26195614.

9 Jason A. Edwards, “Bringing in Earthly Redemption: Slobodan Milosevic and the National
Myth of Kosovo.” Advances in the History of Rbetoric, 18, sup 1, 187-204, 2015. See also
Zdenko Zlatar, “From Medieval to Modern: The Myth of Kosovo, “The Turks,” and Monte-
negro (A Lacanian Interpretation)” In: J. C. Frakes (ed.), Contextualizing the Muslim Other in
Medieval Christian Discourse. The New Middle Ages (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011).
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While the Albanian Muslims are a separate ethnic group with their own culture
and language, the Bosniak Muslims are considered by Serb nationalists to be “trai-
tors” who accepted the religion of the occupying Ottoman empire. They are thus
guilty of race betrayal and so detested even more. So strong is this sentiment re-
garding the Ottoman/Turkish occupation that, when Serb General Ratko Mladi¢
and his forces overran Srebrenica in July 1995, he publicly declared “Here we are
in Srebrenica on July 11, 1995. On the eve of yet another great Serb holiday. We
present this city to the Serbian people as a gift. Finally, the time has come to take
revenge on the Turks.” The ensuing industrial-scale killings of Bosniak Muslims
have been characterized as genocide by the UN-established court in The Hague.
The genocide against the Bosniak Muslims offers a textbook example of how
hatred towards the Ottoman Empire and the understanding of Slavic Muslims as
race traitors translated into the slaughter and annihilation of the Empire’s perceived
remnants in the Balkans — its Muslim populations. In other words, in Serbian pub-
lic discourse, being Muslim is more or less synonymous with being a Turk. The
extermination of Bosniak Muslims and Kosovar Albanians accordingly becomes a
morality tale, avenging centuries of perceived Ottoman oppression and injustice.

Design and method

Mass media has the exclusive power to present information in a way that shapes
people’s perceptions of reality and their interpretation of events. It can influence
their beliefs, social relations and personal identities. It does so by presenting infor-
mation through framing, understood as the organization of information through
a particular lens or frame so that the audience is better able to comprehend events
taking place.”” Media outlets and their journalists select what information is to be
included and to what degree and what is to be omitted in the coverage of a partic-
ular story. Once this frame becomes established, it represents, in the words of Ste-
phen D. Reese, the “organizing principles that are socially shared and persistent
over time, that work symbolically to meaningfully structure the social world”."
Media outlets and journalists are the primary definers of what is important
and what is correct in the coverage of news.'” Hence, media outlets establish the

10 K. A. Powell, “Framing Islam/Creating Fear: An Analysis of U.S. Media Coverage of Terror-
ism from 2011-2016”, Religions, 2018, 9, p. 257.

11 Stephen D. Reese, “Framing public life: A bridging model for media research” in Framing
Public Life. Edited by Stephen D. Reese, Oscar H. Gandy Jr. and August E. Grand (Mahwah:
Lawrence Erlbaum, 2001), pp. 7-31.

12 Amir Saeed, “Media, Racism and Islamophobia: The Representation of Islam and Muslims in
the Media”, Sociology Compass 2, 2007, pp. 449.
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initial interpretation and frame for viewing a given topic or event. As Kimberly A.
Powell notes, certain aspects of the reporter-perceived reality may become more
salient than others and when these more salient elements become dominant, a
frame is then created which impacts other journalists, who frame the same story
identically, making it the dominant lens through which to view a given story."”
The audience and wider public adopt the hegemonic frame and identify and ren-
der moral judgement on repeated or similar future events through this established
frame. When the audiences applying the framework have little or no real social
contact with the target group, in this case Muslims, then the role of the media as
sole provider of information and interpreter of events becomes crucial. Pervasive
exposure to the same words, phrases and terms causes viewers unwittingly to
adopt the opinions they in the media.

In post-communist and post-war Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bosniak Mus-
lims, Croats and Serbs all live largely in ethnically homogenous regions and en-
claves, reading newspapers and watching TV channels owned by members of
their respective ethnic groups. This exacerbates the cleavage. The only exceptions
are such larger towns as Sarajevo, Br¢ko and Tuzla where some semblance of the
much talked-about Yugoslav-era multi-ethnic coexistence still exists.

The media’s substantively linguistic and discursive nature means careful anal-
ysis of its deployment of linguistic tools is required in examining the representa-
tion of events. The present paper applies Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to
the representation of Islam and Muslims in Bosnian media. Norman Fairclough
discusses the term CDA in his book Language and Power."* He introduces con-
cepts central to CDA, including “discourse, power, ideology, social practice and
common sense”. Discourse analysis plays a key role in showing how social phe-
nomena are discursively constituted by demonstrating how things come to be
as they are. According to Fairclough, discourse analysis follows a three-dimen-
sional model: (i) textual; (ii) inter-textual; and (iii) contextual. The first focuses
on the linguistic features and aspects of the text and examines the elements that
are being placed in the discourse and how subjects are distinguished from each
other, mostly in the form of binary opposition. The second analyses how authors
of texts relate to already existing discourses to create their texts, while the third
puts text into context and examines links between language and social practice.
While the CDA approach can deploy a range of different techniques, the focus

generally lies on the analysis of words and their textual context, including some

13 Powell, K. A. Powell, “Framing Islam/Creating Fear: An Analysis of U.S. Media Coverage of
Terrorism from 2011-2016", p. 3.

14 Norman Fairclough, Language and power (London: Longman, 1989).

15  Potonska-Kimunguyi and Gillespie, “Terrorism Discourse on French International Broad-
casting: France 24 and the Case of Charlie Hebdo Attacks in Paris”.
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not explicitly related to Muslims but often raised and discussed alongside any
reference to Islam and Muslims. The analysis begins by presenting continuous
topic categories that are then further exemplified using short quotes or headlines
from articles within each category.

Newspapers are some of the oldest forms of political communication in the
world and still retain significant influence, even with the emergence of the inter-
net and social media as fora for mass communication. Research has shown that
“even short exposure to a daily newspaper appears to influence voting behaviour
and may affect turnout.”' In other words, newspapers are still vital in shaping
mass political orientation. Teon A. van Dijk argues in “Opinions and Ideologies
in the Press” that the ideologies and opinions presented in newspapers are not
personal and, even when they represent the author’s opinions and beliefs, they are
in fact representing the views of the media outlet and are framed by their social,
political and institutional context."”

Bosnia and Herzegovina is divided into two highly autonomous political, secu-
rity and administrative units — the predominantly Serb-populated Republika Srpska
and the overwhelmingly Bosniak-Croat Federation of BiH — so we have selected
high-circulation newspapers from both entities. The selection from the Republika
Srpska is Glas Srpske, a major newspaper with a high circulation.' It is owned and
read by Bosnian Serbs in the Republika Srpska, but also by Serb minorities living in
the Federation and in Breko District. The other major newspaper in the Republika
Srpska is Nezavisne novine, which is, moreover, owned by the same company as Glas
Srpske, so that its editorial policy hardly differs. As a result, only Glas Srpske was
used in this study. The Bosnian Croat-owned Dnevni list and the Bosnian edition of
Vecernji list, a paper from neighbouring Croatia, are among the highest circulation
dailies owned and read by Bosnian Croats living in the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina."” Finally, two newspapers owned and read predominantly by Bosniak
Muslims living in the Federation, Dnevni Avaz and the somewhat more liberal and
civic-oriented Oslobodengje, were also selected.

In analysing political culture, we study newspaper articles and the discourse
they create to understand how the arguments they contain legitimize or delegiti-

16 Alan S. Gerber, Dean Karlan, and Daniel Bergan, "Does the Media Matter? A Field Experi-
ment Measuring the Effect of Newspapers on Voting Behavior and Political Opinions.” Amer-
ican Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 1 (2), 2009, 35-52:47.

17 T. A. Dijk, "Opinions and ideologies in the press”, in A. Bell & P. Garrett (eds.), Approaches
to media discourse (Oxford: Blackwell, 1998), pp. 63-21.

18  B. Vukojevic, and B. Vukojevic. Drevne novine u Republici Srpskoj. [online] Evropska opserva-
torija za novinarstvo - EJO. Available at: https://rs.¢jo-online.eu/novinarstvo/dnevne-novine-
u-republici-srpskoj, accessed 16 September 2019.

19  “Dnevne Novine u BiH 20197, Vas.Ba. https://www.vzs.ba/index.php/vijece-za-stampu/
printani-mediji-u-bih/200-dnevne-novine-u-bih.
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mize a particular political behaviour. The newspapers selected here are among the
most influential newspapers in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The rationale behind
choosing mainstream newspapers instead of yellow press is that the former are
expected to be generally more nuanced and balanced in their reporting on Islam
and Muslims than the latter. This research aims to find out whether more subtle
patterns of reporting do actually exist in Bosnia’s mainstream newspapers.

The study focuses on the period spanning August 1, 2018, to August 31,
2019. During the period, a total of 1,975 issues were produced by the above-men-
tioned five newspapers. As this represented an overwhelming amount of informa-
tion, three filters were applied. First, we selected all newspaper articles featuring
the Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian words for “Islam,” “Muslim,” “Bosniak,” “Bosnian
Muslims” or “migrant” and “refugee,” terms used by journalists to refer to Mus-
lim refugees arriving in Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to avoid direct use of
the religious label. All the articles containing these keywords were then reviewed
again and those relating to Bosnia and Herzegovina were singled out. This was
done to exclude the many articles covering news from the Middle East, United
States, Europe, Africa and Asia. In the third phase of the study, 30 articles were
selected randomly from each newspaper for the one-year time span and their
content was analysed. This selection represented an average of 2.5 articles per
month for the period. Cumulatively, 150 articles from the newspapers, including
editorials, interviews, features, and news reports, were analysed.

Analysis and discussion

Articles published in the newspapers chosen ranged from harsh political rhetoric
exchanged between Bosniak, Serb and Croat media to the distastefully discrim-
inatory, including both more subtle and overtly anti-Muslim invective. Careful
analysis of the articles selected from the five newspapers revealed three major
themes regarding Islam and Muslims: Bosniak Muslims as political troublemak-
ers; Bosnian Muslims as religious extremists; and Europe as a Christian continent
and Muslim migrants as a problem. Within each of these major themes, there
were further salient features, common trends and patterns which are analysed
below.
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L. The narrative of Bosniak Muslims as political troublemakers and
Bosnia as an unstable country

Selected headlines from Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb newspapers

Vedernji list

“Vital national interest — Bos-
niaks play card 13 times, Cro-

ats only twice.”?

“Bosniaks want to take every-
thing away from Croats: their
church, their history and their
right to life in Bosnia.”*

“The political will is there, but
Bosniaks are blocking the for-
mation of a government.”*

Dnevni list

“Croatian People’s Assembly:
Bosnia entering new turmoil
as key political posts all held by
Bosniaks.”!

end is
nearing; Bosniaks will be beg-
ging for a statelet.”*

“Karamatié¢: Bosnia’s

“Croatian People’s Assembly:
Political Sarajevo is nervous
and hysterical.”?

Glas Srpske

“Bosniaks aim for Serb posts in
Council of Ministers.”*

“Scandalous: Bosniaks want
Harvard University to fire Pro-

fessor Israel.”®

“NATO what
military neutrality means, but
Bosniaks do not.”?

understands

“Nacionalni interes - Bo$njaci ‘povlacili’ 13, a Hrvati samo dva puta®, Vecernji list, July 14,
2019.https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/nacionalni-interes-bosnjaci-povlacili-13-a-hrvati-sa-

“HNS: BiH Ulazi U Novu Kirizi Jer Sve Klju¢ne Pozicije Drze Bosnjaci”, Dnevni list, Au-
gust 1, 2019. hteps://www.dnevni-list.ba/hns-bih-ulazi-u-novu-krizi-jer-sve-kljucne-pozicije-

7.D. “Bo$njaci naciljali srpska mjesta u Savjetu ministara®, Glas Srpske, March 20, 2019.
hteps://www.glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/Bosnjaci-naciljali-srpska-mjesta-u-Sav-

Ivo Simunovié, “Bosnjaci Zele uzeti sve od Hrvata: crkvu, povijest i pravo na Zivot u Bosni”
Vecernji list, June 12, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/bosnjaci-zele-uzeti-sve-od-hrvata-
crkvu-povijest-i-pravo-na-zivot-u-bosni-1325641, accessed 14 September 2019.

“KARAMATIC: Bodnjaci Priom o NATO-U Sprjetavaju Dogovor U BiH”, Dnevni list,

August 27, 2019. hetps://www.dnevni-list.ba/karamatic-bosnjaci-pricom-o-nato-u-sprjecava-

Darko Momi¢, “Skandalozan zahtjev: Bosnjaci traze da se Harvard odrekne Izraela®,
Glas Srpske, April 16, 2019. http://www.glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/SKAN-
DALOZAN-ZAHT]EV-Bosnjaci-traze-da-se-Harvard-odrekne-Izraela/282508.

“Postoji spremnost za formiranje vlasti, ali Bosnjaci opstruiraju”, Vecernji list, May 11, 2019.
https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/nepostivanje-izvorne-volje-naroda-govori-da-netko-zeli-ma-

“HNS: Politicko Sarajevo u nervozi i histeriji”, Dnevni list, July 31, 2019. hteps://www.
dnevni-list.ba’hns-politicko-sarajevo-u-nervozi-i-histeriji, accessed 14 September 2019.

20
mo-dva-puta-1325932, accessed 14 September 2019.
21
drze-bosnjaci, accessed 14 September 2019.
22
jetu-ministara/280887, accessed 14 September 2019.
23
24
ju-dogovor-u-bih, accessed 14 September 2019.
25
26
jorizaciju-u-bih-1318647
27
28

VK., “NATO razumije politiku neutralnosti, ali Bo$njaci ne”, Glas Srpske, June 11, 2019.
heep://www.glassrpske.com/cir/novosti/vijesti_dana/NATO-razumije-politiku-neutralnos-
ti-ali-Bosnjaci-ne/286085, accessed 14 September 2019.
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“Croats put talk of their own
entity on ice, Bosniaks should
stop trying to dominate.””

“The West has the most influ-
ence in Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na but doesn’t know what to do
with it.”?

“Bosniaks want to elect Serb
representatives in the Herze-

govina-Neretva canton.”

“Why it is dangerous and
harmful for Bosniaks to elect
the Croat member of the Presi-

“Coalition partners at ‘war’.”%

“He returned from Austria to

sow chaos among Croats and
Bosniaks.”??

“Krajisnik: Muslims commit-
ted atrocities against them-
selves.”%

“Banning the Pride parade
would be shameful and proof
that Sarajevo does not want

“Bosniaks once again celebrate
Turkish occupation.”!

“Orid¢’s friend calls for Bosniaks
to take up arms.”**

“Cvijanovi¢: Political Sarajevo
is blocking everything in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, but the
Serb Republic is functional "%
“Dramatic warnings from the
few remaining Serbs: The Fed-
eration will soon be home only

dency for the third time.

»38

European values.”” to Bosniaks and Croats.”*

Zoran Kresi¢, “Hrvati zamrznuli’ entitet, Bosnjaci bi se trebali odre¢i dominacije®, Velernji
list, April 13, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/hrvati-zamrznuli-entitet-bosnjaci-bi-se-tre-

““Zaratili’ koalicioni partneri”, Dnevni list, July 29, 2019. https://www.dnevni-list.ba/zarati-

Darko Momi¢, “Bo$njaci ponovo slavili tursku okupaciju®, Glas Srpske, March 20, 2019.
hteps://www.glasstpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/Bosnjaci-ponovo-slavili-tursku-okupac-

Maja Eres, “Zapad, koji je najutjecajniji u BiH, ne zna $to bi s njom®, Velernji list, March
11, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/zapad-koji-je-najutjecajniji-u-bih-ne-zna-sto-bi-s-

“Vratio se iz Austrije da izazove mrznju medu Hrvatima i Bo$njacima®, Dnevni list, August
9, 2019. https://www.dnevni-list.ba/vratio-se-iz-austrije-da-izazove-mrznju-medu-hrvati-

“Oridev prijatelj poziva Bosnjake da se naoruzaju®, Glas Srpske, April 21, 2019. hetp://www.
glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/Oricev-prijatelj-poziva-Bosnjake-da-se-naoruza-

Marko Karacdi¢, “Bosnjaci Zzele izabrati predstavnike Srba u HNZ-u”, Vecernji list, Feb-
https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/bosnjaci-zele-izabrati-predstavnike-st-

“Kraji$nik: Muslimani ¢inili zlo¢ine protiv svog naroda”, Dnevni list, April 26, 2018. hteps://
www.dnevni-list.ba/krajisnik-muslimani-cinili-zlocine-protiv-svog-naroda/, accessed 18 De-

“Cvijanovié: Polititko Sarajevo sve blokira u BIH, ali Srpska funkcionie”, Glas Srpske, July
30, 2019. heeps://www.glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/cvijanovic-politicko-saraje-
vo-sve-blokira-u-bih-ali-srpska-funkcionise/289552, accessed 14 September 2019.

“Zasto je opasno i Stetno da Bosnjaci u BiH i tre¢i put biraju hrvatskog predstavnika“, Vecern-
ji list, September 17, 2018. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/zasto-je-opasno-i-stetno-da-bosn-
jaci-u-bih-i-treci-put-biraju-hrvatskog-predstavnika-1270271, accessed 14 September 2019.
“Zabrana parade ponosa bi bila nevidena sramota i dokaz da Sarajevo ne Zeli europske vri-
jednosti!”, Dnevni list, August 26, 2019. https://www.dnevni-list.ba/zabrana-parade-pono-
sa-bi-bila-nevidena-sramota-i-dokaz-da-sarajevo-ne-zeli-europske-vrijednosti/.

29
bali-odreci-dominacije-1312948, accessed 14 September 2019.
30
li-koalicioni-partneri/.
31
iju/280852, accessed 14 September 2019.
32
njom-1305870, accessed 14 September 2019.
33
ma-i-bosnjacima/.
34
ju/282887, accessed 14 September 2019.
35
ruary 15, 2019.
ba-u-hnz-u-1301001, accessed 14 September 2019.
36
cember 2019.
37
38
39
40
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Croat and Bosnian Serb nationalist politicians and their respective political par-
ties. Similarly, Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb journalists seem to be attempting
to divert all blame towards the Bosniak Muslims, as, if not the sole, then the
major political problem and obstacle to the functioning of the state. This is man-
ifested most saliently through the self-versus-other schema or the combination
of positive self-representation and negative other-representation. The rhetorical
strategy of discursive exclusion is articulated primarily by delineating Bosniak
Muslims as the out-group.

A dominant narrative in articles such as “The political will is there, but the
Bosniaks are blocking the formation of a government,”® “Karamati¢: Bosniaks are
using all the NATO talk to prevent formation of a government,”' “Croatian Dem-
ocratic Party and Croatian National Assembly: Party of Democratic Action refuses
to respect the choice of Bosnian voters,”* “Croatian National Assembly: Bosnia
and Herzegovina is entering a new political crisis as all key political posts held by
Bosniaks™? and “Dodik: Bosniaks are seriously usurping the rights of Croats and
Serbs™* is that of Bosniak Muslims obstructing the proper functioning of the state.
There is widespread use of the noun “Bosniaks” (Bosnjaci) as though Bosniak Mus-
lims were a homogeneous group (despite being extremely fragmented politically
and socially) with a common agenda to dominate Bosnian Croats and Serbs in
the country’s decision-making bodies. Such pigeonholing of Bosniak Muslims as a
single entity establishes the sense of intergroup differentiation required by Bosnian
Croats and Bosnian Serb nationalists to establish the distinctiveness principle and
their own sense of identity. Bosniak Muslim politicians are depicted as bearing the
brunt of responsibility for the country’s political crisis. Radical moves and harsh
rhetoric coming from Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb politicians are shown as
provoked by and in response to moves emanating from the Bosniak Muslim side.
They hardly acknowledge, let alone highlight, mistakes made by politicians from
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their own ethno-national groups. Moreover, any attempt by Bosniak Muslim poli-
ticians to act jointly, despite often being politically on opposing ends, is interpreted
by Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media as politically threatening and ultimately
leading the country into further political crisis.

The second rhetorical strategy employed by Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb
newspapers is negativization, whereby Bosniak Muslims are discussed in terms of
negative social representations and presented as being in direct opposition to the
in-group (here the Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Serbs). The negativization of Bos-
niak Muslims is made manifest through the contrast of the alleged “normality” of
Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Serbs and the abnormality of Bosniak Muslims. Ex-
amples may be seen in articles like “The display of pathological hatred: Sarajevo
is trying to silence Zagreb in advocating for Croat equality in Bosnia,” “NATO

»56

understands what military neutrality means, but Bosniaks do not,”® “Bosniaks

are celebrating a non-existent holiday,”” “

Banning the Pride parade would be
shameful and proof that Sarajevo does not want European values™® and “Bos-
niaks once again celebrate Turkish occupation”” (which accuses Bosniak Muslim
of celebrating the Ottoman conquest of their native country). Their behaviour is
presented as irrational and deviating from existing values, norms and principles.
All political actions taken by Bosniak Muslim politicians and Bosniaks generally
are considered from the Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb point of view. Those
two groups are depicted as normal and Eurocentric and are positively socially
represented, while the third group is the outlier. There is over-emphasis on the
Bosniak Muslims’ ethnicity and their cultural (i.e. Islamic) difference is depicted
as being more complex than any of the other problems facing the country, such
as high-unemployment, low-wages and rampant corruption. The Bosnian Croats
in particular are depicted as the nation carrying and epitomizing European values,
the same values Bosniak Muslims are depicted as lacking.
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Then there is repeated use of the term political Sarajevo, which might at first
sound benign to the average non-Bosnian reader. This is seen in such articles as
“Cvijanovi¢: political Sarajevo is blocking everything in Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, but the Serb Republic is functioning”® and “Croatian People’s Assembly:
political Sarajevo is nervous and hysterical.”®" It is worth noting that Bosnian
Croat and Bosnian Serb media often use “political Sarajevo” as a euphemism for
Bosniak Muslim politicians due to the capital city’s predominantly Muslim char-
acter and the significant concentration of Bosniak Muslim ethno-national politi-
cal parties and organizations there. The conflict-based understanding of Bosniak
Muslims presented in these articles is reinforced by continuous reference to their
alleged unwillingness to cooperate. Another reason Bosnian Croat and Bosnian
Serb journalists use the term political Sarajevo instead of ethno-religious markers
is perhaps political correctness and to avoid being labelled racist or Islamophobic.

Bosniak Muslims are also depicted as being immoral in the sense of not
law-abiding and not respectful of the rights of other citizens. They are portrayed
as cunning and shrewd political opportunists who will stop at nothing to achieve
their political goals. The tone of these articles creates a sense of distrust towards
Bosniak Muslims, a feeling that they do not and will not respect the rights of
other ethnic groups in the country. Example of such depiction are “Bosniaks
want to take away everything from Croats: their church, their history and their
right to life in Bosnia,”® “Vital national interest — Bosniaks played the card 13
times, Croats only twice,”® “Croats put talk of their own entity on ice, Bosniaks
should stop trying to dominate,”* “Bosniaks want to elect Serb representatives
in Herzegovina-Neretva canton”® and “Dodik: Bosniaks have a long term plan
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shrined in the Constitution of BIH which technically allows any given ethno-national political
party to torpedo another ethno-national party’s parliamentary act/move if deemed dangerous to
their national interests.
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to destroy the Serb Republic, step-by-step.”* In the same articles, Bosniak Mus-
lims are also depicted as wanting to dominate Catholic Croats and Orthodox
Serbs politically and marginalize or exclude them from decision-making insti-
tutions. In a number of interviews, journalists accentuated this point and quot-
ed statements referring to the alleged desire of Bosniak Muslims to dominate
others. Thus, Davor Marijan, a historian at the Croatian Institute for History,
told Vecernji list in an interview “What the Bosniaks envisioned was nominally a
liberal [citizenship-based] state, but one that would allow them to dominate the
entire country.”” He added “...Bosniaks have in mind an essentially centralized
unitary state, which is to say a nation state of their own that would be presented
ostensibly as ‘civic’ but in which #bey would be the dominant group.”® Along
the same lines, the subheading of an interview given by Bosnian Serb member
of the tripartite Presidency Milorad Dodik to the Croatian daily Vecernji list read
“Bosniaks have a long-lasting desire to dominate first Croats, and then Serbs and
the Serb Republic.”® It is noteworthy here that Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb
newspapers openly oppose any restructuring of the country on liberal lines based
on citizenship and one-person-one-vote, preferring the current system that gives
Croats a disproportionately high voice in decision- and law-making government
bodies. A major reason they are against a fully democratic majoritarian system is
their alleged fear of Muslim domination.

In other words, one can see a clear narrative of an alleged Bosniak Muslim
will to dominate the two Christian ethno-religious groups being constructed in
these interviews. Similarly, Fra Luka Markovi¢, a Franciscan theologian, has said
in an interview with Vecernji list that “Everyone is playing games. Serbs are play-
ing their game, Bosniaks talk about a liberal state, but what they have in mind in
the long run is a Bosniak state.””® He added “... Serbs have their own entity, while
Bosniaks are using all the means available to turn the Federation into theirs.””!
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Apart from these interviews, we also find the Bosniak Muslims’ alleged desire
to lord it over their Catholic and Orthodox compatriots emphasised in a number
of articles, e.g. “Dramatic warnings from the few remaining Serbs: the Federation
will soon be home only to Bosniaks and Croats,””* “Bosniaks after Serb posts in
Council of Ministers,””® “Why it is dangerous and harmful for Bosniaks to elect
the Croat member of the Presidency for the third time””* and “Bosniaks will not
give in on a third entity, just as Croats will never accept a unitary Bosnia and
Herzegovina.”” The type of domination discussed here is both real, in terms of
numbers, and symbolic. It is interesting that both Bosnian Serb and Bosnian
Croat newspapers accuse Bosniak Muslims of the same supposed intention and
that the categorization of “us” and “them” as “in-group” and “out-group” re-
spectively was very evident in both the Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media.
Bosniak Croat and Bosnian Serb politicians are constantly represented as seeking
compromise and making political concessions for the sake of the country’s higher
objectives, but the same does not hold for Bosniak Muslims. Journalists from
the ethnic media regularly highlight the positive aspects of “their” Bosnian Croat
and Bosnian Serb politicians, while playing down any positive aspects of Bosniak
Muslim politicians and stressing their negative aspects.

Finally, Bosniak Muslims are represented as responsible for their own victim-
hood and the current state of affairs in the country, losing the support even of
their Western backers. This may be seen in “Karamati¢: The end of Bosnia and
Herzegovina is nearing, Bosniaks will be begging for a statelet,””® “Dodik: Bosniaks
are putting at stake the very existence of the country,””” “The West has the most
influence in Bosnia and Herzegovina but doesn’t know what to do with it”’® and
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“Krajisnik: Muslims committed atrocities against themselves.” Bosnia and Herze-
govina is depicted as a country dominated by Bosniak Muslims, ill-functioning,
on the verge of political collapse, and increasingly abandoned by its former allies.

II. The notion of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a hotbed of Mus-
lim extremism

The second major discourse revolving around the terms “Muslim” and “Islam” in
Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media is that of Muslim extremism, or more specif-
ically the notion of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a hotbed of Muslim extremism. The
central pattern here is the association of Bosniak Muslims with radicalism and global
terrorist organizations. Crucially, these extremists are depicted as problematic for and
contesting the country’s fragile peace, security and post-war inter-ethnic relations.
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Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media display a pervasive tendency to focus on
the allegedly threatening nature of Bosniak Muslims, depicting them as prone
to religious radicalism. This connection is established through chains of associ-
ation with international terrorist groups (mostly ISIL) and a range of narrative
elements (e.g. Bosniak Muslim mujahedeen fighters). Such threats are depicted as
both realistic, in the sense that they may cause physical harm to other ethno-na-
tional groups (Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Serbs), and symbolic, in the sense
that they may pose a challenge or threat to the established cultural and religious
values of those groups.

First, the most common association made between Bosniak Muslims and
terrorism in these media is of them being an extension of existing global terrorist
networks, specifically ISIL and, to a lesser extent, Al Qaida. Many articles from
the period in question focus on Bosnian ISIL fighters from Syria and Iraq and the
threat they do or may pose to the country and region. In articles such as “These
are the individuals who have surrendered in Syria, who will be deported to Bos-

»106 ¢

nia and Herzegovina, ‘Croatia faces a huge security challenge: Who are the

jihadis returning to Bosnia and Herzegovina,”'?” ¢

‘Intelligence agencies preparing
new operation: Women and children of Bosnian ISIL fighters to be deported to
Bosnia™'® and “They came to Bosnia after fighting in Afghanistan, then waged
jihad around the world™'® a direct link is posited between the Bosniak Muslims
and global radical Muslim groups. These newspapers systematically chose inter-
national events that fit their negative interpretations of Islam and stereotypes of
Muslims, while the structures of their articles attempt to show a spill-over effect
of Middle Eastern conflicts onto the Balkans. In “Croatia faces a huge security
challenge: Who are the jihadis returning to Bosnia and Herzegovina?”, the jour-
nalist also claims that “Unlike member states of the European Union, Bosnia and
Herzegovina has agreed to take back any citizens who fought on the side of the
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terrorist Islamic state group...”'"® Speaking of returning Bosnian ISIL fighters,
the author adds “They are returning with a bloodthirsty ideology, ready to die in
the name of Allah, for the very same reasons they went to fight in Syria and Iraq.
Security agencies must pay close attention to the many sympathizers that ISIL
has in Bosnia, who finance the organization and share its ideology. They are far
more dangerous, as they are in hiding and waiting.”""!

In other words, Bosniak Muslims are depicted as the medium through which
radicalism is transmitted from the Middle East to Europe. One sees the same in
an article entitled “A poke in the eye of the West: Bosniak religious and political

112 which accused the en-

elite pays tribute to the leader of Muslim brotherhood”,
tire Bosniak Muslim political elite of being sympathetic to the Muslim Brother-
hood Islamist movement. The authors of these texts deploy radicalism as a frame
for understanding Middle Eastern conflicts, while subtly utilising Islam, the reli-
gion of Bosniak Muslims, as a threat-marker posed to the rest of the country and
region. As a means of emphasizing their alleged connections to Middle Eastern
terrorist groups, Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb newspapers often juxtapose
photographs of masked non-Bosnian fighters from the Syrian and Iraqi warzones
with articles on the increased risk of terrorist activity in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

There is also the management of vagueness and clarity in the discourse on
radicalism. Bosnian Serb and Bosnian Croat media remain rather vague about
Croat and Serb fighters who have travelled to fight in the Ukraine with pro-Rus-
sian separatists or the role played by Orthodox Christianity. On the other hand,
their clarity in reporting on the relatively small number of Bosniak Muslim vol-
unteers to have travelled to join extremist groups in Middle Eastern countries
has acted as a catalyst in constructing Bosniak Muslims as an alleged security
threat. In articles such as “These are the leaders of Balkan jihadis,”'"? “Children

of dead Bosnian terrorist resettled in Australia,”''* “ISIL terrorist: Edvin Babi¢,
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"115 and “Ibro Cufurovié¢ indicted for

known as Osman from Sarajevo, surrenders
joining ISIL”"'¢ the accent is on the ethno-national affiliation of the ISIL fighters,
whether explicitly or implicitly. Such identity markers point to a link between
Bosniaks, Islam and terrorism and only act to strengthen the ideological dimen-
sion of the intended discourse. The war in Syria and Iraq and the atrocities com-
mitted by ISIL serve to amplify Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media’s cultur-
ally framed discourses and integrate them with the framing of national security
debates. The juxtaposition of Bosniak Muslim radicals domestically and Muslim
extremist groups internationally only serves to strengthen the construction of an
overreaching “Islamic threat” linked to Bosnia and Herzegovina. Such association
of Bosniak Muslims with violent extremists around the world creates a sense of
insecurity and distrust among the other two ethno-national groups, with poten-
tial repercussions for the general social representation of Bosniak Muslims in the
country and region.

Finally, the alleged arming of Bosniak Muslims is used to denote possible
transitions from rhetoric towards violent conflict in the country and consequent-
ly as posing a threat to the region. This was the theme in articles like “Ori¢’s friend

calls for Bosniaks to arm themselves”'”

and “Why are all armaments factories in
Bosnia and Herzegovina in the hands of Bosniaks?”''® The notion being put for-
ward is that not only are Bosniak Muslims ready to arm themselves but, in case
of another war, they will have plenty of weapons at their disposal. Similarly, in
articles such as “10,000 Bosnian mujahedeen ready for jihad,” “A high-risk coun-
try,” “These are the leaders of Balkan jihadis,” “Bosnia once again at the centre
of world attention because of terrorism,” and “16.9% of Mostar citizens say they
support ISIL,” Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media deploy the number game
as an ideological tool to strengthen their argument that Bosniak Muslims pose
a security threat, without however backing up their figures with reliable sources.
The reference to “mujahedeen” fighters, a now non-existent war-time military
unit, is a clear attempt to link alleged Bosniak Muslim extremists today to the
1992-1995 war for independence and, however retroactively, present the Bos-
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nian Croat and Bosnian Serb war against Bosniak Muslims as a “war on terror.”
Moreover, all this talk of radical Bosniak Muslim fighters being ready and waiting
to wage war frames them in a sleeper cell narrative and casts suspicion on them
(and on anyone displaying similar physical features) as a potential security threat.
Such a suspicious tone towards Bosniak Muslims intertwines with the Bosnian
Serb and Bosnian Croat public’s opinion of the recent war and heightens fears of
Bosniaks as the dominant ethno-national population. It also casts doubt on them
as a “suspect community” and a symbolic threat to the two other ethnonational
groups - Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Serbs.

[II. Muslim migrants as a threat to Christian Europe

The third major theme associated with the terms “Muslim” and “Islam” is the
issue of migrants and the notion of a Christian Europe. Even though the term
“Christianity” was initially not envisioned as part of this research, in the ensu-
ing analyses it became evident how many depictions of refugees and migrants
deployed the backdrop of a purportedly “Christian” Europe. In most discussion
centring on the foundations of Europe as a continent and how Europeans per-
ceive themselves and their values, it has been a commonplace to refer to Europe’s
“Christian” character and its Christian roots, subtly or overtly. In this category,
the following articles were analysed:

Vecdernji list Dnevni list Glas Srpske
“The number of Catholics in “The Hagia Sofia of Jajce: Is-

Bosnia and Herzegovina is de- | lamic Community claims that | “Styrian ~ guard  defending
creasing; they do not enjoy the | the church is their mosque, but | country’s borders against Mus-

19| Franciscans call for a joint cul- | lims.”'#!
120

same rights as other citizens
tural centre

119 “Katolika u BiH sve manje, ne uZivaju ista prava kao i drugi gradani, Vecernji list, August
3, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/katolika-u-bih-sve-manje-ne-uzivaju-ista-prava-kao-
i-drugi-gra-ani-1262051, accessed 14 September 2019.

120 “JAJACKA AJA SOFIJA’ Medzlis tvrdi da je crkva njihova dZamija, a franjevci Zele zajednicki
spomenik kulture®, Dnevni list, July 30, 2019. https://www.dnevni-list.ba/jajacka-aja-sofi-
ja-medzlis-tvrdi-da-je-crkva-njihova-dzamija-a-franjevci-zele-zajednicki-spomenik-kulture,
accessed 14 September 2019.

121 “Stajerska garda’ brani granice od muslimana”, Glas Srpske, September 5, 2018. https://www.
glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/region/Stajerska-garda-brani-granice-od-muslimana/269026



78 CoNTEXT 6:2 (2019), 55-90

“They gave refuge to migrants
in Ljubugki, but migrants de-
stroyed their homes and threw

out crucifixes.”!??

“Which countries are migrants
in Bosnia and Herzegovina
coming from?”'*

“Migrants may cause collapse
of Europe’s economy; in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina they may
even create conflict.”'?

“Does Europe have a Christian
identity or is it just a myth?”'

“A new migrant route across
Bosnia and Herzegovina in the

making.”

“Dodik: The solution is: divi-
sion of Bosnia and Herzegov-

ina.1%»

“The Balkans are becoming a

buffer zone for migrants.”'?

“Will migrants stay perma-
nently in Bosnia and Herze-

“The Battle of Kosovo is a bat-
tle for a Christian Europe.”'?

“Statue to John Hunyadi un-
veiled.”1%¢

“Notre Dame Cathedral bells
rang in honour of Serbian
army in 1389.”'%

Migrants becoming a serious
problem in Banja Luka.”'3?

govina?”'¥!

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

“Dovodili migrante u kuée kod Ljubuskog, a oni unistili sve $to se unistiti moglo i pobacali
krizeve®, Velernji list, August 20, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/dovodili-migrante-
u-kuce-kod-ljubuskog-a-oni-unistili-sve-sto-se-unistiti-moglo-i-pobacali-krizeve-1339731,
accessed 14 September 2019.

“Fotije: Kosovska bitka je borba za ¢itavu hri§¢ansku Evropu”, Glas Srpske, June 27, 2019. http://
www.glassrpske.com/lat/drustvo/vijesti/Fotije-Kosovska-bitka-je-borba-za-citavu-hriscans-
ku-Evropu/287251

“Iz kojih i kakvih zemalja dolazi najviSe migranata u BiH”, Velernji list, August 12, 2019.
hteps://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/iz-kojih-i-kakvih-zemalja-dolazi-najvise-migranata-u-
bih-1337793, accessed 14 September 2019.

“Dodik: Rjesenje da se BIH podijeli”, Dnevni list, August 6, 2019. https://www.dnevni-list.
ba/dodik-rjesenje-da-se-bih-podijeli/.

“Otkriven spomenik Janku Sibinjaninu”, Glas Srpske, July 22, 2019. https://www.glassrpske.
com/lat/novosti/stbija/otkriven-spomenik-janku-sibinjaninu/288979.

Zeljko Andrijani¢, “Migranti mogu urusiti gospodarstvo Europe, a u BiH moze do¢i do su-
koba“, Vecerniji list, July 4, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/migranti-mogu-urusiti-gos-
podarstvo-europe-a-u-bih-moze-doci-do-sukoba-1329981, accessed 14 September 2019.
“Balkan postaje tampon zona za migrante“, Dnevni list, July 15, 2019. https://www.dnevni-
list.ba/balkan-postaje-tampon-zona-za-migrante, accessed 14 September 2019.

“Notr Dam zvonio u ¢ast srpske vojske®, Glas Srpske, April 15, 2019. http://www.glassrpske.
com/lat/plus/istorija/Notr-Dam-zvonio-u-cast-srpske-vojske-1389/282493.

Ivan Markesi¢, “Postoji li krs¢anski identitet zapadne Europe ili je on mit?”, Vecerniji list, april
23, 2019. https://www.vecernji.hr/vijesti/postoji-li-krscanski-identitet-zapadne-europe-ili-je-
on-mit-1314819.

“HOCE LI MIGRANTI TRAJNO OSTATT U BiH?”, Dnevni list, August 27, 2019. heeps://
www.dnevni-list.ba/hoce-li-migranti-trajno-ostati-u-bih, accessed 14 September 2019.
Veljko Zeljkovi¢, “Migranti u Banjaluci postali ozbiljan problem®, Glas Srpske, February 6,
2019. https://www.glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/Migranti-u-Banjaluci-postali-oz-

biljan-problem/278295.



“Migrants creating chaos in
Biha¢”'3

Violent migrants creating fear

in Hercegovina.”'%

“Serbs against migrant centre
in Medeno Polje.”'

Harun Karci¢ / Constructing the Internal Enemy 79

Worst yet to come: migrant
route expanding along Herze-
govina Neretva Canton, West
Herzegovina Canton and Her-
zeg-Bosnia Canton.'**

“The crisis is escalating, but the

state has no solution to it.”!?”

“The number of migrants in
West Hercegovina Canton in-
creasing, security stepped up.” %’

Luka¢: Migrants will not be
allowed to stay in the Serb Re-
public.'®

“We have become only remain-
ing bulwark against migrants
entering the EU.”'%

“They lie to migrants in Sara-
jevo about receiving a warm

welcome in Banjaluka.”!4!

The discourse on migrants and refugee flows in Bosnia and Herzegovina often
depicts them in the context of security threat, as coming from unsafe Muslim
majority countries with major security concerns and so as having the potential to
escalate the country’s existing economic woes. In an article published in Vecernji
list, “Which countries are migrants in Bosnia and Herzegovina coming from,”'#?

the emphasis is on their ethnicity and that they come from Muslim-majority
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“Karan: Postali smo posljednja brana migrantima za ulazak u EU*, Glas Srpske, June 18, 2019.

https://www.glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/Karan-Postali-smo-posljednja-brana-mi-

grantima-za-ulazak-u-EU/286617.

“Srbi protiv migrantskog centra u Medenom Polju”, Vecernji list, August 26, 2019. hteps://
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“Povecan broj migranata u ZHZ-u, pojacana kontrola”, Dnevni list, August 5, 2019. https://
www.dnevni-list.ba/povecan-broj-migranata-u-zhz-u-pojacana-kontrola/.

140
141 Darko Momi¢, “Migrantima u Sarajevu svjesno lazu o do¢eku u Banjaluci”, Glas Srpske, Feb-
ruary 7, 2019. hteps://www.glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/Migrantima-u-Saraje-
vu-svjesno-lazu-o-doceku-u-Banjaluci/279509, accessed 14 September 2019.
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hteps://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/iz-kojih-i-kakvih-zemalja-dolazi-najvise-migranata-u-

bih-1337793, accessed 14 September 2019.
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countries. The article also lists recent suicide- and terrorist-attacks in those coun-
tries (Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh), clearly framing them as unstable
and Muslim and so prone to terrorism, and implying that their citizens (migrants
passing through Bosnia) are potential carriers of such instability and insecurity.
Significantly, the culturalist approach adopted sometimes, if not always, by these
newspapers tends to focus on the migrants’ culture and religion of origin rather
than the broader political, economic and social contexts that have led them to flee
their countries in the first place. In other articles, such as “Migrants creating cha-

é” 143

os in Biha¢”'* and “Migrants may produce collapse of Europe’s economy, in Bos-

nia and Herzegovina they may even create conflict,”'*

the accent is on migrants
as an economic and security threat to Bosnia’s native population. Their allegedly
violent nature is accentuated and there is an interesting attempt to show them as
having anti-Christian sentiments. A case in point is an article entitle “They gave
refuge to migrants in Ljubuski, but the migrants destroyed their homes and threw

14> where migrants are depicted as ungrateful and violent — go-

out the crucifixes,”
ing so far as to throw out the crucifixes from the houses of Croat-Catholics who
were kind enough to host them.

Then there is the narrative of migrants and refugees as presenting an active
cultural threat. The threat is conceptualised on perceived cultural differences be-
tween native Bosnians as the in-group and Muslim migrants as the out-group.
Bosniak Muslims are often portrayed as being the most welcoming towards mi-
grants and refugees. Without stating it directly, the articles allude to their shared
religious affiliation with Middle Eastern and Asian migrants. On the opposite
end, Bosnian Serbs and Bosnian Croats are depicted as vigilant and wary of the
presence of Muslim migrants in the country. This is evident in articles like “The
number of migrants in the West Hercegovina Canton is increasing, security

»146 14

stepped up,”'*® “Serbs against a migrant centre in Medeno Polje”'* and in the

afore-mentioned article “They gave refuge to migrants in Ljubuski, but migrants

143 “Migranti prave kaos u Biha¢u: Jednog napali sjekirom, drugi tesko ozlijeden®, Velernji list,
August 11, 2019. hetps://www.vecernji.ba/crna-kronika/migranti-prave-kaos-u-bihacu-jed-
nog-napali-sjekirom-drugi-tesko-ozlije-en-1337828, accessed 14 September 2019.

144 Zeljko Andrijani¢, “Migranti mogu urusiti gospodarstvo Europe, a u BiH moze do¢i do su-
koba®, Vecernji list, July 4, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/migranti-mogu-urusiti-gos-
podarstvo-europe-a-u-bih-moze-doci-do-sukoba-1329981, accessed 14 September 2019.

145 “Dovodili migrante u kuée kod Ljubuskog, a oni unistili sve $to se unistiti moglo i pobacali
krizeve®, Velernji list, August 20, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/dovodili-migrante-
u-kuce-kod-ljubuskog-a-oni-unistili-sve-sto-se-unistiti-moglo-i-pobacali-krizeve-1339731,
accessed 14 September 2019.

146 “Povecan broj migranata u ZH7Z-u, pojacana kontrola”, Dnevni list, August 5, 2019. hteps://
www.dnevni-list.ba/povecan-broj-migranata-u-zhz-u-pojacana-kontrola/.
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destroyed their homes and threw out the crucifixes.”'® It was also apparent in

' which painted migrants from

“Violent migrants sowing fear in Hercegovina,”
Algeria, Syria and Libya as causing trouble, robbing businesses and terrifying the
local population in the town of Capljina, which is inhabited predominantly by
Bosnian Croats. The references in these articles to Herzegovina, West Herzegovina
Canton, and the towns of Capljina and Ljubuski are no accident. Anyone ac-
quainted with Bosnian ethnic demographics knows that West Herzegovina Can-
ton is nearly 98% inhabited by Bosnian Croats/Catholics and that Ljubuski is
that Canton’s biggest town. Likewise, in the article “Migrants will not be allowed
150

to stay in the Serb Republic

»151

and “Migrants becoming a serious problem in
Banja Luka,”"" there is a stress on Middle Eastern and Asian migrants not being
welcome in the Republika Srpska, the almost homogenously Orthodox-Christian
and semi-autonomous half of the country. Observing this from within a broad-
er perspective, the influx of refugees is inextricably linked not only to crossing
state and cantonal borders, but to crossing cultural and religious borders. A con-
fined territory in Bosnia and Herzegovina, whether the Bosnian Croat towns of
Ljubuski and Capljina or the Republika Srpska, becomes a cultural-spatial con-
tainer marked by a precise distinction between a Christian culture and intruding
Muslim migrants. All three articles subtly put forward the notion that Orthodox
Christian Serbs and Catholic Croats are very much opposed to the influx of
(Muslim) migrants. Non-state borders, such as those of the Croat majority can-
ton or the Serb majority entity, gain a cultural and religious connotation. This use
of political and geographical allegory may not at first be so clear to the outside
observer as to the local audience, but references to West Herzegovina Canton are
at the same time clearly references to a Catholic majority territory that has for
years been ruled by the right-wing Croat Democratic Party (HDZ).

The underlying narrative of Europe as having Christian foundations is an
integral part of depicting Europe as a Christian continent and Bosnian Serbs
and Croats as Christian insiders and Muslim as outsiders. In some articles, this
narrative is unconcealed and obvious. For example, the article “Statue to John

148 “Dovodili migrante u kuée kod Ljubuskog, a oni unistili sve $to se unistiti moglo i pobacali
krizeve®, Vecernji list, August 20, 2019. https://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/dovodili-migrante-u-
kuce-kod-ljubuskog-a-oni-unistili-sve-sto-se-unistiti-moglo-i-pobacali-krizeve-1339731.

149 Braco Selimovi¢, “Nasilni migranti siju strah po Hercegovini”, Vedernji list, April 26, 2019.
hteps://www.vecernji.ba/vijesti/nasilni-migranti-siju-strah-po-hercegovini-1315490.

150 Darko Momi¢, “Darko Culum za Glas Srpske: Migranti nece ostati u Srpskoj, Glas Srpske,
August 4, 2019. hteps://www.glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/Darko-Culum-za-
Glas-Srpske-Migranti-nece-ostati-u-Srpskoj/266937.

151 Veljko Zeljkovi¢, “Migranti u Banjaluci postali ozbiljan problem®, Glas Srpske, February 6,
2019. https://www.glassrpske.com/lat/novosti/vijesti_dana/Migranti-u-Banjaluci-postali-oz-
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Hunyadi unveiled”' presents the Hungarian military and political figure as a
hero who defended Serbia and Christian Europe from the marauding Ottoman
Turks. It is worth noting that John Hunyadi is considered a hero not only by
Hungarians and Romanians, but also by Serbs. In an article titled “Styrian guard

defend country’s borders against Muslims,”*>?

the accent is on a self-organized
paramilitary unit defending Europe’s borders against allegedly intruding Muslim
migrants. An interesting article trying to establish a link between Serbs and Euro-
pean Christianity was published on the day Notre Dame Cathedral was in flames.
The article entitled “Notre Dame Cathedral bells rang in honour of Serbian army
in 13897 was published in Glas Srpske and related a somewhat tenuous story of
how the bells of the famed Parisian cathedral rang in 1389 during the Battle of
Kosovo, which Serbian mythology celebrates as epitomising the struggle against
the Ottoman Turks. In fact, the article defines the Battle of Kosovo as a “major
Serbian-led Christian victory” over invading Muslim forces.

A similar narrative is also clearly being painted in an interview published by
Vecernji list with Vinko Pulji¢, Bosnian Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church
and current Archbishop of Vrhbosna, who stated, “Europe must once again re-
discover its roots, its Christian identity, only that way will it not fear Islamic
radicalism.”"*> Speaking of his native Bosnia and Herzegovina, he added, “Large
investments from the Arab world are preparing the way for the construction of
mosques” and that “unfortunately, Europe does not know what it means to live
side by side with Islamic radicalism.”">®

The only Muslims living side by side with Bosnian Croats are Bosniak Mus-
lims; hence, the Cardinal was clearly trying to associate Bosniak Muslims with
Islamic radicalism.

Something like this is also present in an interview by Konstanin Dobrilovi¢
of Austria’s Christian-Freedom Platform. Of Serb origin, in an interview with
Glas Srpske, he stated that “A strong European far right is important for the Re-

publika Srpska””” and that “The basis of our program is for Europe to remain
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firmly founded on Christian tradition and culture, especially in times when we
are witnessing an ever more aggressive Islamic intrusion into Europe.”"® An ar-
ticle published in Glas Srpske and entitled “The Battle of Kosovo is a battle for a

Christian Europe™

*? subtly presented Bosnian Serbs along similar lines, in light
of the Kosovo political issue, as defending Christian Europe against Muslim Al-
banians. In other words, Serbs were presented, or rather they tried to present
themselves, as being the bulwark of Christianity in a wider battle against Muslims
(here personified in the form of Albanian Muslims).

The Glas Srpske newspaper, citing the General Secretary of the Republika Srpska,
Sinisa Karan, similarly presents the Serb Republic as the only remaining bulwark
against migrants coming from Pakistan, Syria, Iran and Iraq.'® It is worth noting that
the term “Christianity” in the articles cited above seems to be used more often to refer
to a vague set of values and cultural concepts than in any religious sense. The anti-mi-
grant and anti-Muslim narratives that now dominate Bosnian Croat and Bosnian
Serb newspapers seem to have been imported from Western European far-right dis-
courses, in which Islam is framed in the context of a cultural war between the Chris-
tian West and the Muslim world. Despite both being highly fragmented in reality,
Muslim and Christian Europeans are both thus depicted as monolithic communities
united in possession of their respective unitary cultures, ideologies and values.

A counter narrative? The discourse of Islam and Muslims in
Bosniak-owned newspapers

Oslobodenje Dnevni Avaz

“Wives of former ISIL fighters are not “Croatian intelligence agency: We deny
shooting targets.” ™! allegations of arming Salafis, we demand

explanations from Bosnia’s intelligence.”'¢*
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“Are Muslims in Bosnia a problem?”!®

“Why Bosniaks do not want to look like
Bakir Izetbegovi¢.”!*4

“Islamophobia: lessons from the Srebrenica | “Are we ready for the return of jihadis and
genocide.”'® the remnants of ISIL?”!¢¢

“Fra Ivo Markovié: Christians did not under-
stand what Islam and Muslims are. Shocked,
they answered with attacks and war.

“Migrants fearing upcoming winter. Vol-
unteers exhausted.

“What Kolinda denied saying.”'”!

“Who is trying to create a green left and
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“SBB: Dodik intentionally insulting the
169 victims of genocide and Bosniaks as a na-
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“Muslims are the major victims of terror-
ism »172
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“Close to one hundred Bosnian citizens
waiting to be returned to Bosnia from Syri-
an camps. A chance for a new life?”'”?

“Nermin Ogresevi¢: Bosniaks are currently
the most oppressed nation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.”'”

“Migrants have brought certain benefits to
Krajina: people see them coming, but not
leaving.”'7”

“Tudman: There will not be any Muslim
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“Salafis from Dubnice disenchanted: they
are painting targets on our backs.”!74

“A new wave of migrants is coming to Bos-
2 and H .S 76
nia and Herzegovina.

“The Dutch sent people to their deaths,
now they are poking fun at them.”'”?

areas, except as a small part of the Croatian
state.

“25,000 new migrants coming to Bosnia

.9
»179 and Herzegovina.”'®

In the final section of this work, we shall be analysing the discourse on Islam

and Muslims in Bosniak-owned media. Dnevni Avaz is a newspaper owned by
Fahrudin Radonci¢, leader of the Union for a Better Future of BIH (SBB) political
party, while Oslobodenje is owned by Mujo Selimovi¢, an influential businessman.
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In the two newspapers being analysed, the dominant topics were mostly
inter-Bosniak political debates, the war-related past, and the socio-political po-
sition of Bosniak Muslims in the country. Compared to the Bosnian Croat and
Bosnian Serb newspapers analysed previous, which tended to present Muslims
and Islam as monolithic and homogeneous, the Bosniak-owned newspapers were
rather more nuanced and objective in their coveraged of Islam and Muslims in
Bosnia. In articles such as “On the Muslim question in Europe,”®" “Fra Ivo Mar-
kovi¢: Christians did not understand what Islam was and who Muslims were.
Shocked, they answered with attacks and war,”'®* “Are Muslims in Bosnia a prob-
lem”'® published in Oslobodenje and “A battle for the national identity and recog-
nition of Bosniaks and their rights”'®* published in Dnevni Avaz, the authors tried
to do the exact opposite of what Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media were
doing— namely, to present Bosniak Muslims and generally Muslims in Europe
not as a threat but as the victims of increased anti-Muslim sentiment and rising
right-wing populism. They also tried to portray Islam and Bosniak Muslims as
having been an integral part of the European continent for centuries.

Internal political differences among Bosniak Muslims have been elaborated
on numerous occasions in Dnevni Avaz, not least because of its owner’s political
affiliation meaning he is often at odds with the other major Bosniak Muslim po-
litical party, the Party of Democratic Action. The extent of their mutual disagree-
ment may be seen in articles like “Why Bosniaks do not want to look like Bakir
Izetbegovi¢” and “Who is trying to create a green [Islamic] left and why?” both
of which showed how fragmented the Bosniak Muslims are along ideological,
religious and political fault lines. This is in stark contrast to Bosnian Croat and
Bosnian Serb media, which tend to frame all Bosniak Muslims as a homogeneous
body and use the all-encompassing noun Bosniaks (“Bosnjaci”) to refer to any and
all Bosniak Muslim politicians and ordinary citizens.

It is noteworthy that in both these newspapers, in spite of the political bickering
between Bosniak Muslim politicians and their relations with other political parties
being a dominant theme, quite a number of articles do seem to have been written to

181 Fikret Kar¢i¢, “O muslimanskom pitanju u Evropi®, Oslobodenje, August 22, 2019. hteps://
www.oslobodjenje.ba/dosjei/kolumne/o-muslimanskom-pitanju-u-evropi-483670.

182 AlenaBesirevi¢, “Fralvo Markovi¢: Kré¢ani nisu pogledali $ta je islam i ko su muslimani, te $okirani
Sirenjem odgovarali su samo napadima i ratovima®, Oslobodenje, March 24, 2019. https:/[www.
oslobodjenje.ba/vijesti/bih/fra-ivo-markovic-krscani-nisu-pogledali-sta-je-islam-i-ko-su-musli-
mani-te-sokirani-sirenjem-odgovarali-su-samo-napadima-i-ratovima-443818.

183 Ibrahim Prohi¢, “Jesu li muslimani u BiH problem?”, Oslobodenje, August 1, 2019. hteps://
www.oslobodjenje.ba/vijesti/bih/jesu-li-muslimani-u-bih-problem-478467.

184 Muhamed Filipovi¢, “Borba Bosnjaka za nacionalni identitet i priznavanje njihovih drzavnih
i gradanskih prava®, Dnevni avaz, June 9, 2019. https://avaz.ba/vijesti/kolumne/492473/bor-
ba-bosnjaka-za-nacionalni-identitet-i-priznavanje-njihovih-drzavnih-i-gradanskih-prava.
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defend against accusations emanating from Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb politi-
cians and media outlets. For example, in the articles “What Kolinda denied saying™'®,
“Salafis from Dubnice disenchanted: they are painting targets on our backs”** and
“Croatian intelligence agency: We deny allegations of arming Salafis, we demand ex-

planations from Bosnia’s intelligence,”"®”

there is a clear response to accusations from
the Bosnian Croat media (and media from neighbouring Croatia) over the alleged
presence of a radical Muslim threat in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Bosniak-owned
newspapers seem, in fact, to have stood in defence of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a
country against unfounded allegations from Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb news-
papers. Bosnian Muslims and Islam in Bosnia and Herzegovina are presented as mod-
erate and pro-European, while Muslim radicals are depicted as isolated cases and un-
representative of the Bosniak Muslim population. Drnevni avazs line was variable, at
times accusing Bakir Izetbegovi¢ and the Party of Democratic Action of being sympa-
thetic to radical interpretations of Islam, while at others clearly defending the country
against the self-same accusations from other ethno-national circles. The reason for this
was the owner of Dnevni avazs political orientation and his political party’s being at
loggerheads with Bakir Izetbegovi¢ and the Party of Democratic Action.

There was also significant coverage of issues related to returning ISIL fight-
ers. Articles in Oslobodenje such as “Wives of former ISIL fighters are not shoot-

188 accented the need to re-socialize the wives and children of former

ing targets”
ISIL fighters. The need for a fair and transparent trial for Bosnian ISIL fighters
was also stressed. This was in stark contrast with Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb
media, which presented entire families as security threats. This was not, however,
the case with Dnevni Avaz, which showed clear political tendencies in its report-
ing on terrorism and foreign fighters. This is because that newspaper’s owner,
Fahrudin Radonci¢, was a former state-level Minister of Security and had intro-
duced a bill to punish Bosnian citizens fighting with armed foreign paramilitary
groups. This move is often lauded by the journalists of Dnevni Avaz, while at the
same time harshly criticising many of the later political moves and measures by
their archenemy, the Party of Democratic Action (SDA).

There was a significant number of texts about the 1992-1995 genocide of
Bosniak Muslims and its repercussions today, either in the form of discrimination

185 Hajrudin Somun, “Sta je Kolinda porekla da je rekla”, Oslobodenje, August 9, 2019. https://
www.oslobodjenje.ba/dosjei/kolumne/sta-je-kolinda-porekla-da-je-rekla-480338.

186 E. Trako, “Selefije iz Dubice ogoréene: Prave od nas mete®, Dnevni Avaz, March 17, 2019.
https://avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/467123/selefije-iz-dubnice-ogorcene-prave-od-nas-mete.

187 “SOA: Odbacujemo sve navode o naoruzavanju selefija, trazili mo od OSA-e da se ocitu-
je*, Dnevni avaz, March 13, 2019. https://avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/466297/soa-odbacujemo-sve-
navode-o-naoruzavanju-selefija-trazili-smo-od-osa-e-da-se-ocituje.

188 Adem Dzaferovi¢, “Zene biviih boraca ISIL-a nisu mete za odstrel, Oslobodenje, March
13, 2019. https://www.oslobodjenje.ba/vijesti/bih/zene-bivsih-boraca-isil-a-nisu-mete-za-

odstrel-440507.
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against Bosniak Muslims in the Republika Srpska or Islamophobic statements
coming from Bosnian Serb and Bosnian Croat politicians. For example, “Dodik
intentionally insulting the victims of genocide and Bosniaks as a nation” and
“The Dutch sent people to their deaths, now they are poking fun at them” touch
on the plight of Bosniak Muslims living in a post-genocidal society — particularly
Srebrenica — and the everyday challenges they face. Unlike Bosnian Croat and
Bosnian Serb newspapers, which frame Bosniak Muslims as responsible for the
war, the Bosniak-owned newspapers depict them as the actual victims and the
Bosnian Croats and Serbs as perpetrators.'®

When it comes to migrants and refugees in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Dnevni
Avaz has been significantly more sensationalist and negative in its reporting, with
such headlines as “25,000 new migrants coming to Bosnia and Herzegovina,”*
“Apocalyptic scenes from Veleceva near Klju¢: this is where the women and chil-

dren are living.”"”!

and “A new wave of migrants coming to Bosnia and Herze-
govina.”'? It often used references to natural disasters and terms such as “food”
and “wave” in speaking of migrants and refugees, depicting them as uncontrollable
forces that pose a potential threat to the inhabitants of Bosnia and Herzegovina. On
the other hand, Oslobodenje had sympathetic articles about migrants and refugees
that did not present them as a security threat to the country. This is clearly seen in
the articles cited above, namely “Migrants fearing upcoming winter. Volunteers
exhausted” and “Migrants have brought benefits to Krajina: people see them com-
ing, but not leaving.” In the first of these articles, the inhumane living conditions
of migrants, the cold weather, and the lack of food and medicine are described. As
are the extraordinary efforts of Bosnian volunteers to help migrants without much
state support. In the second article, the stress is on the economic benefits and mini
economic boom the town of Biha¢ experienced due to the migrants — in the form
of renting rooms to the better-off among them, who can afford to pay rent, and
small businesses making a good profit selling foodstuffs to migrants, volunteers,
and workers in international non-governmental organizations.

189 “SBB: Dodik planirano nastavlja da vrijeda Zrtve genocida i Bo$njake”, Dnevni avaz, Au-
gust 20, 2018. https://avaz.bal/vijesti/bih/406979/sbb-dodik-planirano-nastavlja-da-vri-
jeda-zrtve-genocida-i-bosnjake; S. Degirmendzi¢, “Durakovi¢: Holandani su poslali ljude
u smrt, a presudom se izruguju i vrijedaju nas“, Dnevni avaz, July 19, 2019. https://avaz.
ba/vijesti/bih/503478/durakovic-holandani-su-poslali-ljude-u-smrt-a-presudom-se-izrugu-
ju-i-vrijedaju-nas, accessed December 18, 2019.

190 K. Ke$mer, “U BiH stiZe novih 25.000 migranata!”, Dnevni avaz. February 16, 2019. https://
avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/458760/u-bih-stize-novih-25-000-migranata.

191 “Apokalipti¢ne slike iz Vele¢eva kod Klju¢a: Ovdje borave djeca, Zene, trudnice...”, Dnevni
avaz, July 29, 2019. hteps://avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/505756/apokalipticne-slike-iz-velece-
va-kod-kljuca-ovdje-borave-djeca-zene-trudnice.

192 E. Halimi¢, “Novi migrantski val dolazi u BiH”, Dnevni avaz, October 13, 2019. hteps://
avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/422298/novi-migrantski-val-dolazi-u-bih.
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Overall, both Oslobodenje and Dnevni Avaz were much more nuanced in their
reporting on Muslims and Islam. Unlike Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb newspa-
pers, which sometimes had palpably Islamophobic articles, the two Bosniak-owned
newspapers more often than not presented Bosniaks as the real victims of the re-
cent war and ongoing political commotions. On international issues, they mostly
presented Muslims as victims of discrimination, wars, and poverty. Rarely did they
engage in negative depictions of and fearmongering regarding Muslims and when
they did — mostly Dnevni Avaz in their reporting on political Islamism, ISIL fighters
and migrants — it was motivated by Bosniak political infighting between the owner
of Dnevi Avaz Fahrudin Radonci¢ and his nemesis Bakir Izetbegovi¢, president of
the Party of Democratic Action, and the latter’s contacts with the Muslim world.

Conclusion

These topics from the five daily newspapers analysed capture the discursive land-
scape of Muslims and Islam in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This landscape is highly
polarized in line with the existing ethno-national, political and administrative
divisions in the country. Broadly focused on a range of issues, the three ma-
jor discourses on Muslims are those of Bosniak Muslims as politically aggressive
and uncompromising, and of Bosniak Muslims as prone to religious extremism
and linked to international terror groups, and finally of migrants as presenting a
threat to Christian Europe. The Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media’s focus
on these three major themes has contributed to the social representation of Mus-
lims and Islam in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a multifaceted threat to the two
other ethno-religious groups, viz. the Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Serbs.

This suggests that the discourse on Muslims in the Balkans is more or less in
line with that described in existing research on Muslims in Western media, albeit
with a somewhat milder tone than in certain conservative European newspapers. The
construction of Bosniak Muslims and Islam as being directly opposed to the self-un-
derstanding of the other two ethno-national groups represents an amalgamation of
hybridized threat — as it is both realistic and symbolic. The depiction of Bosniak Mus-
lims as unwilling to cooperate politically helps create a sense of their responsibility for
the country’s current political tensions and worsening of inter-ethnic relations. The
Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb media’s construction of Islam and Muslims as such
seems to be contributing to and perhaps encouraging the social representation of Bos-
niak Muslims and their religion as a multifaceted threat to the country. The bound-
aries between Bosniak Muslims and Islam as symbolic/realistic threat is blurred in the
media’s representation of them. There seems to be a spill-over of populist readings of
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Islam and Bosniak Muslims as a marker of cultural and societal difference from the
European populist right to the Bosnian mainstream.

This is in line with what Van Dijks earlier identified as the four basic strate-
gies used to legitimize the self and delegitimize the other: (i) emphasizing positive
things about “us”; (ii) emphasizing negative things about “them”; (iii) deempha-
sizing negative things about us; (iv) de-emphasizing positive things about “them.”'?
Aside from these continuous narratives, there are a number of episodically salient
topic categories that are related to Islam and Muslims — such as articles related to
Islamic dress and religious practices, the reconstruction of mosques and Islamic
monuments destroyed during the war, and war crimes committed during the war
against Bosniak Muslims.

Perhaps more worrying is the fact that such negative representation of Islam
and Muslims is present in the mainstream Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb me-
dia and not just in right-wing tabloids. Such media representation, if uncritically
accepted and reproduced, may in theory lead to a hegemonic social representa-
tion among the non-Muslim masses.

Potraga za unutrasnjim neprijateljem:
analiza diskursa predstavljanja islama i
muslimana u bosanskohercegovackim
medijima

Sazetak

Ovaj rad analizira pet dominantnih bosanskohercegovackih dnevnih novina u
periodu od 01. 08. 2018. do 31. 08. 2019. Godine, s ciljem otkrivanja glavnih
medijskih diskursa koji se vode po pitanju muslimana i islama u Bosni i Her-
cegovini. Analiza je pokazala da postoje tri negativna pristupa u predstavljanju
muslimana i islama u Bosni i Hercegovini, i to: bosanski muslimani kao poli-
ticki opstrukcionisti, Bosna i Hercegovina kao utoliste za muslimanske ekstre-
miste, te muslimanski migranti kao prijetnja BiH i Evropi.

Klju¢ne rijedi: islam, Bo$njaci, Bosna i Hercegovina, muslimani u medijima,
analiza diskursa
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